
An Australia Day Reflection 
As we mark Australia Day this year 
we offer the following reflection by 
Australian Jesuit priest Fr Andy  
Hamilton. We are conscious that 
there will be many deeply held  
opinions about the day and offer this 
reflection to stimulate conversation 
and thought. What do you think? 
 

On Australia Day we remember the arrival of the first fleet to Australia and the  
subsequent occupation of Australia by the settlers. 
 

It is an opportunity to celebrate the courage, energy, generosity and wisdom shown 
in the development of Australia. It is also an opportunity to remember the loss 
suffered by the first owners of the land, the brutality of their dispossession, and their 
bravery, endurance and persistence in the face of disadvantage. 
 

Those two conflicting aspects of our founding story mean that Australia Day can 
never be an occasion of unmindful celebration. It is a time for reflection on who we 
are as Australians and what matters to us. 
 

The way we shape our Australian future must be based on the conviction that each 
human being is precious and that the human dignity of each is equally to be  
respected whatever their racial origin, their religion or their wealth. In our history 
people have struggled long to change discriminatory laws, economic relations and 
customs. Much work remains to be done. 
 

Australia’s future must also be shaped by hospitality to one another, to people who 
claim our protection and our natural environment. The beginnings of European  
occupation were characterised by conquest, not by hospitality. A land, seen as  
inhospitable, was cleared and exploited. Its first owners, seen as savage, were  
expelled and made marginal. People from our region were seen as potentially hostile 
and excluded. 
 

On Australia Day we can celebrate our growth in our acceptance of the need for  
reconciliation with the first owners of our land, our past hospitality to refugees, and 
our growing recognition that our environment is fragile, is at risk from climate 
change and needs nurturing. But the way in which we now treat asylum seekers and 
our focus on narrow self-interest remind us that awareness must lead to conversion, 
and conversion lead us to change our way of life and our institutions. 
 

On Australia Day we welcome the tennis players, the cricketers and the  
footballers of the world. That is the emblem of the attentive hospitality we are called 
to build into our culture and our economy. 
 

Andy Hamilton SJ  2023 
Source: Australia Day reflection - Jesuit Social Services (jss.org.au) 

22nd January 2023 
 

7.30 AM PARISH EUCHARIST 

9.00 AM FAMILY EUCHARIST 

IN THE HEART OF BULIMBA 

Waste Not, Want Not   Matthew 4:12-23 
 

Two brothers picked, and then, two more, 

And when those pairs both come ashore 

It's almost like, in these first calls, 

He wastes not, wants not, by this haul, 

Where with economy of words, 

He's quickly gathered up one third 

The crew! Who knew he's in a rush? 

But with conviction, now, he's flush, 

For when he sees John's likely fate, 

It's time to fish, not just cut bait! 

He doesn't stop to analyze, 

(Or these guys' qualities apprise) 

He simply calls; they simply go; 

And not just there, or long ago, 

But even now he calls all kinds: 

His love is now for hearts and minds. 

Scott L. Barton 

https://jss.org.au/articles/australia-day-reflection/
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COVID: MASKS ARE  OPTIONAL.  PLEASE OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING,                     
CONTINUE HAND SANITISING AND MINIMISE ANY PERSONAL CONTACT.  

 Priest-in-Charge  
Reverend Andrew Cooper. Mobile phone: 0447 409 188  

Email: andrew.cooper@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 
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Church Address: 171 Oxford Street, Bulimba  

Postal Address: PO Box 271, Bulimba Qld 4171 
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READINGS AND PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 22nd JANUARY 
 

Sentence for the Day:  
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people.          Matthew 4.23  
 

The Collect for the Day:   
Loving God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love 
you, and the strength of the hearts that serve you: help us so to know you that we 
may truly love you, and so to love you that we may faithfully serve you, whose  
service is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

First Reading:    Isaiah 9.1-4       June Parker and  Swanson Family 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their  
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian.  
 

Psalm 27.1-10       
1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?: 
the Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
2. When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, come upon me to  
devour me: they shall stumble and fall. 
3. If an army encamp against me, my heart shall not be afraid: 
and if war should rise against me, yet will I trust. 
4. One thing I have asked from the Lord, which I will require: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
5. To see the fair beauty of the Lord: 
and to seek his will in his temple. 
6. For he will hide me under his shelter in the day of trouble: 
and conceal me in the shadow of his tent, and set me high upon a rock. 
7. And now he will lift up my head: 
above my enemies round about me. 
8. And I will offer sacrifices in his sanctuary with exultation: 
I will sing, I will sing praises to the Lord. 
9. O Lord, hear my voice when I cry: 
have mercy upon me and answer me. 
10. My heart has said of you, ‘Seek his face’: 
your face, Lord, I will seek.          



Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1.10-18  Allan Thomson & Swanson Family 
 

 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you should be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, 
but that you should be united in the same mind and the same purpose. For it has 
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my  
brothers and sisters.  What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I belong to Paul’,  
or ‘I belong to Apollos’, or ‘I belong to Cephas’, or ‘I belong to Christ.’  Has Christ been 
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  
 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  so that no one can 
say that you were baptized in my name.  (I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)   
 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with  
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.   
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.  
 
Gospel:   Matthew 4.12-25     Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 
He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of  
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great 
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’ 
From that time Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’  
 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.’ Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two other  
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and 
their father, and followed him.  
 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the  
good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 
people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the sick, 
those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics,  
and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the 
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.      
 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 26th February following the 9am service in 

the Maheno Room. Nomination Forms and Agenda will be available soon. 

Parish Prayers    
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  
 

 In The World: -  
 The Church of Pakistan (United) 
 

In The Diocese:    
 The Parish of Hervey Bay: Greg Loumeau, Manuor Kunpeter,  
 Vic Burgess, Lorraine Dawson, Michael Nixon 
 Anglicare SQ Children & Families, Foster & Kinship Care (Gold Coast) 
 

Locally: We pray for… 
 Our Parish Council as they enter a new year of leadership of our ministry in 

this place. We give thanks for their wisdom and dedication and pray that new 
members will rise up to assist in their important work. 

 Bulimba Churches Together. May we continue to strengthen our relationship 
with Bulimba Uniting Church, St Peter and St Paul’s Catholic Community and 
New Heart Baptist Church as we work together to bring alive the Good News 
of Jesus. 

 Those settling back into school and work routines for a new year. May we be 
open to new possibilities and support each other in new beginnings. 

 

Pray for those in need:  
Bronwyn, Duncan Family, Kerrie, Joseph, Douglas, Nancy, Kerry, Helena, Daniel, Roy,  
Michael, Ruth, Williamson Family, Rev Helen Phillips, Vince, Helen, Rev Paul Bland. 

In Memory 
 

January 22nd—28th 
 

Joan Lucinsky (2016); Alexander Coffey (2002) 

AN AUSTRALIA DAY PRAYER 
We thank you, God of the universe, for this land,  

for its contrasts of landscape and climate, 
for its abundance of wealth and opportunity. 

We thank you for our history, with all its struggle in adversity,  
its courage and hope, 

Give us in our diversity tolerance and respect for each other  
and a passionate commitment to justice for all.  

Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 



Christmas Moments 
It seems long ago now, but thank you to all who made our Christmas services and events 
sparkle and shine. The work of many reflected in the joy on the faces of those who joined us. 
It was lovely to see the church packed pretty much to pre-covid capacity. 

I’m BAAAAAAACK!!! It’s back to our usual 
running of things this Sunday. I’m very 
grateful to Rev Karen and the team who 
held the fort while I took a holiday down 
south travelling through country towns and 
making the most of small local swimming 
pools. I caught up with family and friends, 
explored lots of back roads and listened to 
hours of Radio National. It was a great 
break and now its time to tune into the 
heart beat of the parish as we face 2023! 

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY TRAINING 
This online course has been designed to make it easier for parish volunteers and staff  
to complete their mandatory training in the Policy for the Protection of Children in  
Ministry Units. This training needs to be undertaken every three years by clergy, parish  
councilors, licensed lay ministers and anyone engaged in ministry requiring a Blue Card. 
 

You can complete the training online at home using the link on the Diocesan Website  
Child Protection Policy Training — Anglican Church Southern Queensland (anglicanchurchsq.org.au) 

 

It is possible to complete the course in a group session…  
please contact Sarah in the office if you prefer this option which could be held on  

Thursday 2nd February at 7pm in the Coxen Room. 

Tony Rigby writes… Robert and 
Rose Kake dropped in over the 
past weeks while they were in 
the area and saw the church 
door open. They were long time 
parishioners many years ago 
but moved to Brown’s Plains. 
They continue to worship there 
and Rose is also serving as a 
synod representative. They 
asked to be remembered to 
their friends here at St John’s. 

Intensive Journal® Life Context Workshop  
17-18 February 2023 | 9:30am - 5pm both days 

Presented by Kate Scholl from Eremos: an Australian Network for Spiritual Exploration 
• Gain greater self-awareness and self-confidence  
• Work out career directions and major decisions  
• Live more authentically, connected to your deepest values and aspirations  
• Develop skills and practices to reflect on all aspects of your life  
 

COST: $180 or $160 for Eremos and St John's members  
$20 Early Bird Discount if you sign up by 29January $20  

For more details or to register: Eremos Institute - Exploring Spirituality in Australia 

https://www.anglicanchurchsq.org.au/cppt
https://www.eremos.org.au/

